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11.5  Multiply and Dividing Rational Expressions
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To Multiply Rational Expressions:

1. Factor the numerator and denominator completely

2. Write the product of the numerators over the 
product of the denominators, do not multiply at this 
point!

3. Divide out the common factors and multiply

4. Leave the numerator and denominator in factored 
form.
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1. 2.
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3. 4.
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5. 6.



May 24, 2011

To DIVIDE Rational Expressions:

1. MULTIPLY by the reciprocal

2.  Follow the rules for MULTIPLICATION:

1.Factor the numerator and denominator completely

2. Write the product of the numerators over the product of the denominators, do not 
multiply at this point!

3. Divide out the common factors and mulitply

4. Leave the numerator and denominator in factored form.
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7. 8.
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9. 10.
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11. 12.


